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brought about the completion of railway communication
across the continent between East and West.
One can but glance at the romantic story of the White
Rajahs of Sarawak, a beneficent rule founded by Sir James
Brooke and carried on by his successors until 1947;nor must
we forget the labours of the scientists, doctors and other
specialists, who must here be represented by only one great
name, that of Sir Ronald Ross, the pioneer and discoverer
in malaria research.
This has necessarily been but a bare and partial catalogue
of a few outstanding names of the great roll of men and
women, some prominent, many obscure, whose lives and
work have helped to build up a Colonial Empire which,
howevei diverse its origins, is to-day broad-based on ptin-
ciples of freedom, justice and trusteeship. Memoirs of some
of these lives will be found in the biographical section of
the Bibliography, but the achievement of the great maiority
is hidden away in obscure and prosaic Service' records, or
as with many early traders and pioneers, lies buried in name-
less graves in Afiica or around the seven seas. Only in so
far as they laid the foundations for those who came after does
their work survive. It is heartening to know that the Colonial
Service to-day, and many outside official ranks, are carrying
on this work and building up on a tradition worthy of the
greatest names and achievements of the past.
Turning now to the sphere of voluntary organization,
reference must be made to the work of various societies in
the Empire and Colonial field. The voluntary principle allied
with individual initiative has played a prominent part
throughout British history, and these societies have done
much which in other countries would be undertaken directly
or indirectly by the State.
The leading Society in this field iy the Royal Empire